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The half-term break is nearly upon us as we draw to the end of an extremely busy 
and productive first term.   
 

We returned in September to some record examination results with 93% of last 
year’s Year 11 achieving 5 or more A*-C grades.  To put this figure into context, we 
needed to achieve 87% to place us in the top 25% of schools nationally for pupil pro-
gress, so to have exceeded this figure by 6% is a fantastic achievement on the part of 
the pupils and their teachers.   
 

Examination results increased in virtually all curriculum areas but we have not been 
immune to the national fiasco surrounding the grading of GCSE English.  Put simp-
ly, the grade boundaries moved upwards quite significantly during the academic 
year, so many of our pupils who were awarded a D grade in the Summer would have 
received a C grade if they had sat the examination in January instead of June.  This is 
patently unfair on the pupils concerned and the matter is now being taken to Judicial 
Review, so the Courts will decide whether this injustice should be corrected through 
re-grading. 
 

The new Year 7 pupils have settled-in extremely well and it has been a pleasure to 
get to know them and to meet many new parents at the recent Year 7 Parents’ Even-
ing.  Our new Sixth Formers are proving a credit to the school and working hard to-
wards their A Levels.  We are extremely proud of our motto ASPIRE and our new 
Sixth Form embodies the school ethos of working hard with high expectations of 
success for the whole school community. 
 

We converted to become an Academy on 1st October and I should like to thank all 
pupils, parents, staff and governors for their support during this process.  Academy 
status will allow us to keep all of the positive features we have developed as a High 
School, but will provide access to additional funding to benefit the learning experi-
ences of all of the pupils.  Through their Art lessons, the pupils are working hard on 
developing a new academy badge to reflect our new status and once we have agreed 
the final design we shall publicise this to parents. 
 

We shall shortly be inviting nominations for two new parent governors to join the 
Governing Body.  If any parents are interested in standing for election and would 
like to discuss the role and what it entails, please feel free to contact me through the 
school office. 
 

Best wishes for a restful half-term break and thank you for your continuing support. 
 

Mark Guest 
Headteacher 
�

Sir William Robertson 
Academy 

 

October 2012 



SIXTH FORM LIFE 
By Thea Thompson, Holly Pickerill, Davina Mayfield, Lizzie Evans, Henry Newton, Shannon Sedger and 
Emily Ditton. 
 
The first day was a bit nerve-wracking because we didn’t know what to expect from GCSE to A Level. 
But it was nice to see familiar faces and from the first day we had chance to bond with each other, even 
those we hadn’t had much to do with before sixth form. The first day was a good laugh. We made cookies 
– we had to design them ourselves, give them a brand and a flavour, make an advert in our groups and 
then sell them to younger pupils. It gave a reason to talk to people that you might not normally have spo-
ken to, because you were in a group with them. It was fun because some of us hadn’t cooked since Year 9. 
Also, it eased us in because we didn’t go in at the deep end, straight into lessons.  
 
We’ve been to PGL and spent three days ‘bonding’ which really meant we got very wet together. The best 
bit was canoeing, perhaps because we expected to get wet that day. Some of us overcame fears, like not 
liking heights but doing the trapeze anyway. 
 
Now we’re coming to the end of the first term, we’re starting to see some of the changes we’ve made to 
the sixth form. We’ve had a lot of input into what we do. We have control of our own fund and we have to 
agree how to spend it. We’ve ordered a vending machine and we’ve got other privileges like being al-
lowed out at lunchtime. We have more independence, it’s a bit more relaxed and we can share a laugh 
with our teachers. There is a lot more work, but we want to do it more because it’s easy to ask for help and 
get support, because of small teaching groups and relaxed atmosphere. The small classes are important 
because the teacher has more focus on you as an individual. If you’re stuck it feels easier to go and ask for 
help at lunchtime.  
 
A couple of us do language A levels, where classes are very small. We’ve had chance to become Young 
Subject Leaders which means we’ve taught lessons to visitors on Open Evening and we’re developing 
skills so that we can support younger pupils with French and German. 
 
The further maths group is very small and it’s amazing to get one-to-one help in lessons. It makes even 
difficult things so much clearer. 
 
When you move schools you spend the first term trying to fit in, finding new friends and getting to know 
the teachers. We’ve spent our term getting stuck into the lessons, not having to worry about being an out-
sider. At the same time, the academic tutor groups mean that we’ve spoken to new people and made new 
friends. Everyone in sixth form is involved – in the common room there isn’t a single person who gets left 
out. We all know each other and speak to everyone. It’s like going back to school, but in your own 
clothes! 
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IT’S HAIRSPRAY…  

Hairspray Rehearsals are well underway! The students have been cast 
into their roles and the choreography of the opening scene is complete! 
We have a cast of 70 students from all year groups including, for the 
first time, sixth formers! The lines are being learnt and the set is being 
designed! The performance dates are Wednesday 6th, Thursday 7th, Fri-
day 8th and Saturday 9th February 2013. Keep your eye out for details 
about the tickets closer to the time.  
The Performing Arts Department  
 

 

NEW CHESS CLUB AT SWRA 
The new chess club has been running since Easter and has gone from strength to strength. Thirty-six stu-
dents have attended altogether, with around 25 attending each and every week. It has welcomed experi-
enced players through to complete beginners and students have formed a  chess league. We are hoping to 
run competitions for the students and to enter players into the UK Schools Chess Challenge.   

From November  -  Chess Club 
Friday Lunchtime in O5 

 

1.30pm—2.05pm 
 

Years 7, 8 and 9 
 

Mr Henshaw & Miss Kerrigan 



Year 8 French and Humanities visit to Paris October 2012 
The party of 42 Year 8 students and 4 staff (Miss Brabant, Mrs Payne, Mr Roberts, Mr Quincey) left 
SWRHS in the early hours of Friday, 28th of September for an early morning ferry to Calais. Once in 
France, we travelled to our first destination, the WW1 Battlefield of Vimy Ridge where many Canadians 
were either killed or wounded whilst taking the key position. Students were given a tour by Mr Roberts of 
the rebuilt trenches and gun positions, the stunning memorial and the main cemetery. At the site the stu-
dents answered questions in a work booklet and it was clear from their answers that the visit had a big ef-
fect on the students. 
 

In the afternoon we travelled to the PGL centre “Le Château de Grande Romaine” which was the base for 
the Brazilian football team in the 1998 World Cup. The students found their rooms, had dinner and emu-
lated the Paris fashion show by creating outfits from yellow and black bin bags!! 

Saturday was the students’ “fun” day at the Asterix Theme Park. This was chosen because only French is 
spoken which gives the students greater chance to practise their speaking skills. The weather was fairly 
hot and students enjoyed watching the dolphin show and the brand new scary ride of the theme park. In 
the evening pupils were entertained by a French bingo. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On a sunny Sunday morning, the group visited the small town of Brie Comte Robert where they followed 
a map to the town to complete a quiz. With the help of Miss Brabant, the students were able to practise 
their spoken French by buying their own lunch from the market. As a result the children bought a fine se-
lection of food for their picnic. In the afternoon, we visited the Château de Fontainebleau – the ancient 
home of the French Kings and Napoleon.  
 

Congratulations to our German students who made a tremendous effort practising the French they ac-
quired on the trip and truly showed their language skills. Back at Le Château, students tried snails for the 
first time and made crepes following a French recipe. 
 

The last day saw us visit Paris. The morning was spent with a visit to the top of the Eiffel Tower – a mem-
orable experience for all the students! The afternoon was spent looking at the urban geography of Paris 
from the viewpoint of the Sacré Coeur, then looking at the work of the modern artists around Montmartre. 
At the end of a long day, students relaxed at the disco in the evening. 

On our way back to the ferry, we were given a guided tour of a chocolate factory successfully run for gen-
erations by the same family. Both students and staff enjoyed a taste of the chocolates. Mr Roberts 

  

SWRA School News Page 4 �



SWRA School News Page 5 �

North Kesteven District Council 
On Monday 15th October, a group of pupils from 
Year 9 made their way to the North Kesteven 
District Council Offices to take part in Local De-
mocracy Week. Each year SWRA are invited 
with other schools from the region to participate 
in this event hosted by,  and in the chambers of, 
the district councillors.  The pupils are given the 
opportunity to get involved with some of the ser-
vices offered by the local council and this year’s 
theme was on the subject of environmental 
health.  Pupils were to work with the council En-
vironmental Health Team and to carry out their 
own investigations into getting to the source of 
outbreaks of illnesses such as those caused by 
Ecoli O1571.  Pupils were split into groups to 
work with Health Officers from the council or 
local hospitals and to get an insight into what 
challenges they might face in an average 
day.  Dealing with reports of illness, applications 
for licenses and lab reports on samples seems to 
be all in a day’s work for an EHO.  There was 
some real eye opening information about how 
easy it is to catch any one of a number of com-
mon illnesses that environmental health officers 
deal with such as Listeria and Salmonella, and by 
the time we stopped for lunch there was not much 
of an appetite, especially for the egg sandwiches! 
 

The second part of the afternoon involved taking part in ballot elec-
tions and using voting pads for a series of questions about environ-
mental health in general.  The afternoon ended with the environ-
mental health team re enacting the scene from a restaurant that had 
caused an outbreak of Ecoli, and showed us all the steps that had to 
be taken in getting to the origin of an outbreak and what to do once 
it had been located.  All the pupils came away pleasantly surprised 
at how fun and informative the trip had been and a massive thanks 
goes to NKDC for laying on the event.  It will be interesting to see 
how the lessons learnt will be brought back to have an impact on 
how the pupils go about their cooking and preparing of food both 
in and out of school!  
 

SWRA can be proud of our pupils and the particularly high praise 
we received from the local councillors who went out of their way 
to compliment the enthusiasm and application shown by pupils of 
SWRA, above and beyond that of other schools.  Particular praise 
went to Frankie Goodge who kept Mrs Bond in line and drove her 
team forward. As for me, I would like to pass on some of the good 

general advice we learnt from the day- wash hands and food thoroughly, do not mix raw and cooked meat 
or things they touch and always cook food thoroughly all the way through before eating! (trust me we 
studied the results- they are not pleasant!)  
 

Mr Seymour 
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On Wednesday, 17th October, fifteen students left to prepare and perform Shakespeare’s The Tempest to a 
packed audience at the Lincoln Drill Hall. Students from Years 8 to 11 have been rehearsing the 30min 
abridged version for the Shakespeare for Schools Festival which has this year involved over 1500 students 
performing up and down the country. They performed alongside other secondary schools and a primary 
school. Their spectacular performance was well received and took honours of being the final play of the 
night, following Romeo and Juliet, A Midsummer Night’s Dream and King Lear. Months of hard work, 
weekends at SWRA rehearsing and regular lunch time and afterschool meetings saw the play performed 
without any hitches.  We hope you were there, and that you will join us next year when we showcase more 
of our students diligent hard work and enthusiasm���Mr Swan 

 

Frocks & Fripperies and the Junk Fashion Challenge 
Pupils from all years are preparing for this exciting event to be held at school on Friday, 16th November. 
Following some musical entertainment provided by Miss Bennett and the Expressive Arts department  (a 
big thank you to them) the Fashion Challenge will commence. Twenty-three pupils, who participated in a 
workshop during the summer holidays working with an artist to transform charity shop shirts and ties into 
wearable and desirable garments, will be modelling on the catwalk. This is our ‘Junk Fashion Challenge’. 
There will be prizes awarded by a panel of judges. However, all pupils have been given a gift handmade in 
the Art department by Mrs Bond to remind them that they are all graduates of the Fashion Academy 2012! 
We hope they will wear them with pride to remind them that they are all winners. 
 

The second half of the show will be a catwalk presentation by formal men’s evening wear and dresses de-
signed for the Year 11 Prom, modelled by Year 11 pupils themselves. The businesses who are showcasing 
their outfits will be available on the night to discuss their range with any Year 11 who are thinking about 
hiring or buying a dress for their Prom. Tickets are £3 per head, available from Mrs Morton in the library. 
 

Taking place in the Sports Hall before and during the show will be a Christmas Gift Market. A range of 
wares on sale including wooden gifts, candles, jewellery, fabric items, Christmas wreaths and canvasses, 
Phoenix cards, Radley bags and purses and much, much more! The market opens at 6.30pm, allowing an 
hour of shopping or browsing before the show begins at 7.30pm. The interval of the Fashion Show will be 
slightly longer than usual to allow visitors to browse whilst enjoying refreshments. There is no charge to 
go to the Gift Market, and it is possible to go to the Market even if you are not watching the show as it 
will remain open from 6.30pm to the end of the interval at approximately 8.30pm.  

We do hope that as many pupils, parents and staff will support this exciting event. 

Mrs Lawson & Miss Dowler 
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Marathon Challenge! 
The race against hunger – world Marathon challenge for Save the Children took place on Tuesday, 16th Oc-
tober at 11:00am.  
 

One hundred and four students in Years 7 and 8 ran in the four  house teams of 26 runners to complete the 
26 miles. They were trying to beat the world record held by Patrick Makau – 2 hours, 3 minutes and 38 se-
conds! 
 

We had twenty-six Year 10 and Year 11 GCSE PE and IT students and also involved were a couple of 
Robserver reporters who assisted with the organisation of this competition from race organiser to track 
judge.  There was also an IT live link up to their website to input lap times every 6000m. These students 
ran this competition well and were organised and efficient. 
 

The runners did really well, despite the extremely cold and windy weather. The results are as follows: 
 

4th place – Simla – 3 h, 4m, 48s 

3rd place – Chitral – 3 hours exactly 

2nd place – Lancer – 2 h, 58m 

1st place – Dragoon – 2h, 55m 
 

There were 45 countries and over 20,000 students involved in this competition and the winning school was 
from Kenya who did it in 1hr and 47minutes!! 
 

Well done to all involved and to Mr Bensley, Mr Statham, Mr Symmons and Mr Quincey who started the 
race off for each house. 

Mrs Mower 
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MIDDAY SUPERVISOR REQUIRED 
 

Sir William Robertson Academy, Welbourn 
 

November 2012 
 

We are seeking to recruit a hardworking, reliable individual to join our 
friendly team 

7 ½ hours per week (1 ½ hours per day 1.15pm—2.45pm) 
 

Please telephone Miss Gill for an application form 
(01400 272422) 

Dates for Your Diary!  2012-13  
 

 Term 2   Monday, 5th November - Friday, 21st December 
 

 Term 3   Monday, 7th January - Friday, 15th February 
 

 Term 4   Monday, 25th February - Thursday, 28th March 
 

 Term 5   Monday, 15th April - Friday, 24th May 

 Bank Holiday  Monday, 6th May 
 

 Term 6   Monday, 3rd  June - Friday, 19th July 


