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February 2015 

I hope all our families enjoyed a restful and enjoyable Christmas break.  Pupils have returned to 
Sir William Robertson with a positive approach to learning and the focus of our work in school 
remains on maximising the progress of all of our students.   
 

I always consider this term to be particularly vital for our students: those studying GCSE and A 
Level courses need to devote their time to crafting the best possible pieces of coursework or con-
trolled assessment to ensure good results in the Summer, while engaging with all of the new 
learning, on-going assessment and revision taking place in class and supplemented through work 
at home.   
 

At the other end of the school, our Year 7 students have successfully made the transition from 
primary to secondary school.  Their boundless energy and enthusiasm is a credit to them and it is 
through Year 7 and Year 8 that we reinforce the values of hard work, commitment, curiosity about 
the world, tolerance of others and high aspirations that we believe will serve them well during 
their time in school and beyond.  For Year 9, the Spring Term focuses on Option Choices and 
making the key decisions regarding their GCSE courses ï we look forward to welcoming all Year 
9 families to our Options Evening on 5

th
 March.  Students from all year groups had the opportuni-

ty to consider their future Careers Options on 3
rd
 February as part of our whole-school Careers 

Day, which featured a Careers Fair in the hall with more than 20 local and national organisations 
represented. 

On the subject of welcoming families in to school, it was fantastic to welcome so many parents 
and Year 11 students to our Revision Workshop Evenings for this year on 20

th
 January and 5th 

February.  They were extremely well attended events and the positive feedback from parents was 
greatly appreciated.  Further details about an extensive range of subject-specific revision classes 
and activities can be found on the school website and details of our Easter Revision classes will 
be published shortly. 

In terms of education outside the classroom, our annual ï and ever popular - ski trip to Courma-
yeur leaves shortly, as does a Sixth Form study visit to Berlin.  Our Year 10 pupils are just back 
from experiencing a packed Science study visit in Paris.  Alongside these European learning ex-
periences -which are important in line with our International School accreditation - local history 
and culture is certainly not neglected, with our Year 11 students having recently returned from a 
visit to Tattershall Castle in preparation for their controlled assessment.  We are also developing 
an exciting initiative with local community groups based on Caythorpeôs crucial role in the prepa-
rations for Operation Market Garden and the Battle of Arnhem in September 1944.  Further de-
tails of this project and the exciting opportunities this provides for our pupils will be featured in 
future newsletters. 
 

Thank you for your on-going support of the school. 

Mark Guest 

Headteacher 
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SWRA óWowô World of Work Careers Day 

SWRA held its very own Careers Fair and óWowô day 
last week which gave all our Year 9 to Year 13 pupils a 
chance to discuss career opportunities with some key 
local employers including Siemens, Lincolnshire Coun-
ty Council, the RAF, the Army and colleges and univer-
sities including Lincoln University, Bishop Grosseteste, 
Leeds University, Sheffield Hallam, Grantham College 
and Access to Music.  Other organisations attending 
included Hill Holt Wood, Positive Futures, National Citi-
zen Service, WBA and Learning Communities. 

Mr Grant, Deputy Headteacher, who helped organise 
the day commented:  

ñIt is important for all young people to reflect on their 
futures.  Careers day was an opportunity for all pupils 
to reflect on the various pathways that are open to 
them.  A highlight was the Careers Fair that took place 
on the dayé 22 organisations were represented from a 
range of employers and education providers from 
across the region.  Pupils from Years 9-13 took the 
opportunity to talk to the organisations to find out what 
they offer and the skills/qualifications they were look for 
in prospective employees.  If I could condense the ad-
vice from all of the visiting organisations into one mes-
sage, it would be: óTry your hardest and be the best 
you can be in everything you do.  Set yourself high 
targets and never give up.ô  As we all know, at Sir Wil-
liam Robertson Academy we like to ASPIREéò 

Some of our Year 9s commented on the day: 

ñToday has really helped me understand where I want to go future in my future career.ò Ewan Armstrong 

ñThis day was all about being creative and exploring the future which is really beneficial.ò Jack Fawkes 

ñToday has inspired us to be more thoughtful with our future.ò Jake Shaw & Jake Stamp 

ñIt was good to know which colleges I want to apply to and very helpful to know more.ò Lily Whitfield 
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Royal Shakespeare Production Trip - Much Ado About Nothing 

 

After school on Thursday 8
th
 January, the Year 12 English Literature students hot-footed it to Stratford-upon-Avon 

to watch the critically exclaimed Royal Shakespeare Company production of ñMuch Ado about Nothingò. Year 12 
are currently writing their Dramatic Comedy coursework on this text so the timing could not have been riper.  

Conor Elliot (Year 12) writes:  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The English Department are organising three further trips to the Royal Shakespeare Company this academic year 

to see productions of ñDeath of a Salesmanò, ñThe Merchant of Veniceò and ñOthelloò.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The English Department 

òThis trip was incredibly valuable for our class because it enabled us to gain an apprecia-
tion of ñMuch Ado about Nothingò that reading the text during lessons simply cannot 
match.  
 
The production was set at a country-estate Christmas gathering during World War 1 and 
both the costumes and the set were incredible. One of the most enjoyable aspects of the 
performance was the physical comedy performed by The Watch. Benedick also delivered a 
number of his lines from inside a Christmas tree, which was a sight to behold! 
 
Everyone really enjoyed the evening and we gained so much from it that it made the mid-
night arrival back at school well worth it. Huge thanks must go to Mr Roberts for agreeing 
to drive the mini-bus for us. I am determined to get a place on the trip to see ñThe Merchant 
of Veniceò in the summer termò.  
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We are delighted to report that our Year 13 students have received a long list of university offers and interviews 
which is brilliant news.  We have decided to include the long list as it illustrates the calibre and variety of universi-
ty and course choices.  We are extremely proud of our students and wish them well with their interviews and ex-
aminations. 
 

University Offers so far  

Anglia Ruskin University: Nutrition 

Bangor University: Marine Biology 

Bishop Grosseteste University: Education Studies 

University of Bristol: Physics 

De Montford University: Product Design (following interview) 

University of Derby: Architectural Technology and Practice 

University of East Anglia: Film and Television Studies 

Heriot-Watt University, Edinburgh: Mathematics 

University of Huddersfield: Medical Genetics 

University of Hull: Human Biology 

Leeds Beckett University (formerly Leeds Metropolitan University) :Sport and Exercise Science 

University of Leicester: Physics with Space Science and Technology 

University of Lincoln: Business and Finance 

University of Liverpool: Mathematics 

Loughborough University: Human Biology 

Loughborough University: Mathematics and Economics 

Loughborough University: Psychology 

University of Newcastle: Mathematics 

University of Northampton: Psychology and Education Studies 

University of Nottingham: Mathematics 

Nottingham Trent University: Accountancy and Finance 

Nottingham Trent University: Architectural Technology 

Nottingham Trent University: Biomedical Science 

Pearson College: Business Management (following interview) 

University of Sheffield: Biomedical Science 

University of Sheffield: Mathematics 

University of Sheffield: Media 

University of Sheffield: Psychology 

University of Sunderland: Broadcast Journalism 

University of Warwick: Mathematics 

University of Westminster: Business Management 

University of Worcester: Education Studies and Psychology 

University of York: Psychology 
 

Forthcoming interviews 

Birmingham City University: Primary Education with QTS   

Bishop Grosseteste University: Primary Education with QTS 

Lancaster University: Physics 

University of Manchester: Physics     

University of Northampton: Multimedia Journalism       

University of Salford: Journalism:  

 

Mr Mann & Mrs Brewer 

 

 

Still waiting to hear from: 

Adult Nursing 

Aquatic Zoology 

Biology 

Drama and Theatre Studies 

Forensic Science 

Genetics 

Geography 

International Relations with German 

Sport Therapy 
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Interested in joining our vibrant Sixth Form? 

 

 

Thereôs still time to apply... 

 
Contact Mrs Brewer  

for an application form and pack 

Sixth Form Christmas Team-building 
  

The last day of the Christmas term provided the Sixth Form students with the opportunity to prove once and 
for all which Academic Tutor group is best. The banter had been going backwards and forwards all week with 
the all important 'common room bragging rights' on the line. The Academic Tutors were also to be heard play-
ing mind games in the staffroom, in an effort to undermine the opposition 'managers' ahead of the big event. 
The first team challenge was the Christmas relay with teams racing each other to complete tasks such as the 
'sprout and spoon' race and 'climbing down the chimney'. This was followed by the 'Do you wanna build a 
snowman?' event with students required to transform one of their team into an Olaf lookalike using just toilet 
paper, a carrot, scarf and hat. The climax of the afternoon came in the '30 second nativity' with teams chal-
lenged to perform the entire nativity in just 30 seconds using a collection of random props. Great fun was had 
by one and all but, more importantly, Miss Earle's group proved themselves to be 'top elves' and took away 
the prestigious award for 2014. Roll on Christmas 2015! 

 

Some of the pupils who were in the Miss Earleôs winning tutor group said: 

 ñI knew we were going to win the whole time, I was confident and we accomplished what we set out to do!ò  

Other students who took part in the activity said: ñthe afternoon was a fun activity for the last day and was a 
good thing to start the Christmas holidays off.ò  

Other students said that ñMiss Earleôs tutor group were very sure of themselves throughout the whole game 
and apparently it came no surprise to them when they won.ò  

 

Mr Mann & Charlotte King Year 12 
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We are delighted to announce that our Un-
der 14 Girls Basketball team became Lin-
colnshire County Champions!  Represent-
ing Kesteven against the other districts in 
Lincolnshire, the mighty Will Rob won all 
their games coming out comfortable win-
ners.   
 

Jasmine Keyworth (Year 8) was voted by 
the organisers as the tournamentôs Most 

Valuable Player.   
 

Well done Jasmine and the fantastic squad 
of: Abbie Bennison (Captain), Freya Gro-
cock, Eve McDonough, Millie Heppell, 
Chloe Sloan and Holly Appadoo. 
 

Well done girls! 
 

Mrs K Davison 

U14 Girls Lincolnshire County Basketball Champions 

Congratulations to our Swimarathon Swimmers 

Once again swimmers took to the water at the Meres Lei-
sure Centre for this special Grantham Rotary Swimara-
thon event and the atmosphere did not disappoint! 
 

This yearôs annual Swimarathon event celebrates 26 
years of fundraising and was another great success with 
30 students from Years 7 - Years 12 swimming on the Saturday morning,  7th February. In 2013 we raised 
Ã829 and last year we smashed it with fundraising above Ã1500. This year I hoped to at least surpass the 

Ã1000 mark but already the 30 students have raised nearly Ã1300!! 
 

The swimmers were split into our four houses with 11 for Simla, 8 for Chitral, 4 for Lancer & 7 for Dragoon. 
Some lanes only had 1 or 2 swimming yet they gave it 100% to ensure they completed as many lengths as pos-
sible in their one hour time slot. Mrs Parsons came back to watch and Mrs Davison came to help out and yet 
again we were praised for our organisation & fundraising! 
 

The atmosphere was fab and they received lots of support from the spectators. Their efforts were commenda-
ble, swimming nearly 1100 lengths between them. The results are shown across: (Simla Surfers yet again for 
the 3

rd
 year running retained their 1

st
 place & smashed their result by another 13 lengths from 167 to 180)! An-

other special shout out must go to Joe Spurr in Y12 who swam solo in his lane for Lancer swimming 140 
lengths! 
 

Thank you again to everyone who swam. Well done and we are very proud of your achievements. 
 

Mrs C Mower 

Mrs Davison pictured 
with Grantham MP, Mr 
Nick Boles, Mrs Mower 
and Mr Mos Kalbassi, 
Grantham Rotary Club 
President. 
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Santa Run Fundraising 

Well done to Mr Qunicey and his son Jack for raising 
Ã80.00 for the Rotary Club charities at the annual Lincoln 
Santa Run.  More than 2,300 people took part and it was 
quite a sight to see so many santas altogether! 

Place Team name 

Lengths 
com-

pleted 
Swimmers 

1
st

 Simla Surfers 180 

Kyle Wallhead, Man Lun, Jake Shaw, 

Jordan Williams & Zach Durham. 

(so far raised Ã130.00) 

2
nd

 Lancer Lifesavers 140 Joe Spurr! (raised Ã49.28) 

3
rd

 
Dragoon  

Dolphins 
138 

Maddie Marchant & Jacob Ingamells. 

(so far raised Ã40.00) 

4
th

 Simla Sharks 136 

Chloe Sloan, Daisy Tyerman, Daisy Hard-

wickshaw, Evie Pearson, Eve Lawson &  

Jacob Lawson. (so far raised Ã259) 

5
th

 
Chitral Coast-

guards 
132 

Katie Randall, Elizabeth Richardson, Ellie 

Sewards, Sam Wright & Alex Volichenko. 

(so far raised Ã136.00) 

6
th

 Lancer Lobsters 118 
Skye Williams, Freya Grocock & Lucy  

Wilson. (so far raised Ã202.00) 

7
th

 Chitral Crocs 

115 

(3 

swam) 

Jake Hadfield, Joseph Ablewhite 

& Robert Braithwaite. (so far raised Ã202.50) 

8
th

 Dragoon Divers 

115 

(5 

swam) 

Lilly Donohoe, Lottie Shelbourn, Ella 

Holmes, Elise Souter & Chloe Pearson. 

(so far raised Ã260.50) 
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Teachers Got Talent! 

  Teachers 
At the end of last term it was our teachers turn to show their 
talents off with Teachers Got Talent  which was held dur-
ing lunch break on Tuesday 16th December.  The hall was 
packed to capacity with the crowds waiting with feverish 
excitement for the first act to come on stage!  They were 
treated to an amazing line-up of acts ranging from juggling 
to singing to trumpet and guitar playing!  The Sixth Form 
judges and organisers of the show had the tricky decision to 
makeé. 

é and declared the dynamic duo of Mr 

Buxton and Mr Norton as the winners! 

 

A big óthank youô for all the staff for being such 
good sports and taking part and to the Sixth 
Formers for organising such a fun show to end 
the term! 



SWRA News Page 9  

 

 
Terror and Wonder! 

On Saturday 10
th
 January, a group of Year 12 and Year 13 students of English Literature visited a major exhibi-

tion relating to Gothic texts at the British Library in London.  At present, Year 13 students study three Gothic 
texts as part of their course.  The exhibition: Terror and Wonder: The Gothic Imagination offered students the 
chance to see the development of the Gothic genre, from its beginnings with óThe Castle of Otrantoô, through 
óWuthering Heightsô, óThe Bloody Chamberô and óThe Woman in Blackô to the more recent Whitby Goth culture!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alex Maughan (Year 13) writes:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Alex says, students were also able to visit another exhibition, óTreasures of the British Libraryô and see, first 

hand, some of the world's most beautiful and influential books and documents.  These included magnificent 

hand-painted books from many faiths, maps and view and early printed books.  There were also manuscripts 

and first editions of historical, scientific and musical works from over the centuries and around the world.  

Mrs B Ainsley & Alexander Maughan Year 13 

ñThe trip offered us a unique experience to see the literary genre we have been studying come 
to life in an exhibition packed with contextual information invaluable to our studies. In lessons we 
have studied the Gothic genre, but the exhibition at the British Library gave us the chance to see 
the story of the Gothic. The timeline of exhibits helped us to map out the texts we have been 
studying and to see where they fit into the genre. 
 
One particular highlight of the day was reading the information about the Bront± sisters and how 
some of their work was influenced by the artist John Martin. It is believed that Emily Bront±ôs 
construction of the landscapes in óWuthering Heightsô was potentially influenced by the art-works 
of this artist whose paintings hung in the Bront± Parsonage! 
 
In addition, the original manuscripts of Charlotte Bront±, WH Auden and Shakespeare were a 
fantastic sight and really put into perspective the age of some of these great literary works. It 
was a superb day: the exhibition gave us a deeper insight into the Gothic, something invaluable 
for the exam in the summer.ò 
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óMaking Poetry Happen: Transforming the Poetry Classroomô 

This new book on the teaching of poetry has just been published ï with 
a chapter written by Mrs Ainsley who teaches English at SWRA! 
 

The chapter is about Gothic poetry and how to encourage students to 
enjoy writing in this style.  Mrs Ainsley said to us, ñAlthough most pupils 
in primary schools enjoy writing poetry ï and are often very good at it ï 
they do not always maintain that love of creating and performing  po-
ems when they come up to secondary school.   I was lucky to be invit-
ed to a range of seminars with famous poets such as Michael Rosen. 
We tried out lots of ways of encouraging young people to keep writing 
and performing exciting and interesting poems, including a Poetry Slam 
(a sort of poetry competition).  Something new that I tried out with my 
students was the óGoth-o-matic  Poetry Generatorô which led to some 
amazing results.ò If you would like to try this out for yourself, you can 
access this tool online ï just search for it, using Google. 
 

Poetry has an important role in the curriculum for English. This new 
book will be used in Universities and by English teachers in this country 
and around the world, as they seek new and interesting ways of keep-
ing alive the enjoyment of reading, writing  and performing poetry. 
 

As it says in the introduction óSpeaking poetry and listening to its sounds and rhythms are fundamental activities in 
engagement with poetry that are sometimes sadly overlooked in classrooms where reading can reign supreme.  
The active approach with languageéinspired [teachers] Parton and Ainsley to develop poetry schemes and Slam 
events.  Parton and Ainsley offer practical suggestions and reflections on how they refined activities to suit their 
own contexts and to enhance studentsô thinking about poetic language.ô 
 

ñA must-have for poetry teachers across the age phases.  Accessible workshop activities for the classroom show 

how to bring poetry alive on the tongue, in the mind and the body.  Pleasure and play rub shoulders with attention 

to language, interpretation and meaning, and conspire to inspire.  A book to read, use and enjoy.ò Teresa Cremin, 

Professor of Education (Literacy), The Open University, UK. 

Keeping your Child Safe Online 

As your child grows and becomes more independent, it is only natural that they 
take this independence online. In our teenage years we explore, try new things 
and sometimes push boundaries and take risks, this is an essential part of grow-
ing up. 

With all of the potential that the online world and new technology offers, young 
people now have access to huge opportunities. They use technology to express themselves, explore, and be cre-
ative; it has changed the way they communicate. 

The internet has changed all of our lives, and your child has grown up during this change. Many of the things that 
confuse, baffle or even scare us, are part of the everyday for them. For many of us, this can all be a bit too much. 

Whether youôre a technophobe or a technophile, itôs still likely that youôll be playing catch-up with the way your 
child is using the internet. 

You might wonder whether what they are doing is safe, and you might also be thinking how can I be as good a 
parent online as I am offline?  Visit our website - Parents, Internet Safety for more information. 

For advice about keeping your child safe online, please see the óthink u knowô website: 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
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  http://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/parents/things-to-do/what-to-do-in-the-school-holidays/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Valentineôs Day Fundraiser 
 

 

Well done to our Year 11 pupils who have been taking  

orders for their Valentine Day cupcakes which they are 
baking to help raise funds for the School Prom. 

 

Options Evening 
Thursday 5th March, 6.30pm-8.30pm 

ASPIRE to a brighter future... 

Half Term Activities 
 

Looking for things to do this holiday? 

Design & Technology Online Resources 

 
If you visit the Curriculum, Design & Technology Resources page on our website you can access a 
fantastic range of educational resources for D & T.  The school has recently purchased Focus Educa-
tional Software eLearning Resources which covers a whole range of topics ranging from fairground 
rides, mechanical toys, metals, plastics, graphic products, wood joints, the food industry and product 
analysis. 

http://www.swracademy.co.uk/curriculum/design-tech/d-t-resources/ 

http://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/parents/things-to-do/what-to-do-in-the-school-holidays/
http://www.swracademy.co.uk/curriculum/design-tech/d-t-resources/
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A group of A Level Theatre Studies students visited London 
on Wednesday 4th February to see a modern, live adaptation 
of Shakespeareôs Othello at The Lyric Theatre in Hammer-
smith. 
 

This production has been running for just under a year and 
has received 4* and 5* reviews.  It was a fantastic production 
and a great day in London including a visit to the famous 
Globe Theatre where the students had the chance to see 
Othello performed as it would have been back in the 1600ôs.   

 

A Level Othello Trip to London 

Miss E Bennett 

Despite the mad dash back to the train it 
was an exciting and memorable day which 
will definitely help with their studies. 

 

 

Lots of fun had at The Globe and the Lyric Theatre (including 
the use of a selfie stick!) 


